Rules of Conduct

Conduct that interferes with or discourages the educational mission of the Lied Scottsbluff
Public Library is strictly prohibited. Section 51-212 of the Nebraska Statutes specifically gives
public libraries the power to regulate the use of the library and to exclude from the library
persons who violate or refuse to comply with the library’s rules and regulations. Violations of
local ordinances, state or federal law will be immediately reported to the Scottsbluff Police
Department.

Improper Conduct may include, but is not limited to the following:

e Speaking in a voice louder than a normal conversation

e Inappropriate or disruptive use of cell phones (cell phones must be silenced when entering the
library and conversations should be taken to the lobby area or outside the building).

e Improper use of library technology (see Computer Use and Internet Use Policy)

e Behaving in a manner which is either physically or verbally abusive to library staff or other
library customers

¢ Running/horseplay

e Loitering, congregating in the entrances/walkways/parking lots which impedes indoor or
outdoor traffic areas

e Swearing/cursing

e Engaging in acts that are sexual, sexually suggestive, or violent

e Sleeping, drunkenness or consumption of alcohol or illegal drugs in the library or on library
property

¢ VVandalism including marking, breaking or otherwise damaging any portion of the library
building, paved areas, sidewalks or other structures constituting library property, including
landscaping and grass

e Weapons of any kind

e Animals with the exception of service dogs. Service dogs must be leashed and with their owner
at all times

e Misuse of restrooms, such as personal bathing, laundering clothes, etc.

e Unattended children (see unattended children policy)

e Smoking (see tobacco policy)

e Defacing or damaging library materials

e Theft

e For customer safety, skateboarding is not allowed in any part of the library or on library
grounds. If a skateboard is used for transportation, it may be carried into the library and stowed
in a safe and unobtrusive way.

e All bicycles must be placed in one of the two available bicycle racks located in front of the
library. This is for customer safety. No exceptions.
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e Any activity deemed inappropriate in a learning environment by library staff or the Library
Director

**Parents, guardians and caregivers, please keep in mind the library is a learning environment. If
your child becomes unsettled and begins to loudly cry or scream, please take them immediately
to the lobby or a nearby restroom until they are composed.

Consequences for Improper Conduct

Any person who behaves in an improper manner may be asked to leave the library premises
without a warning. If the individual is a child, the parent or caregiver will also be asked to leave.
The Scottsbluff Police Department will be contacted if a person fails to obey a request to leave
the library and its property from library staff.

If any person continues improper conduct after being readmitted to the library building after a
previous violation, such person may be restricted from the library and its property for periods of
one or more days, weeks or months, up to permanently, as may be deemed appropriate by the
Library Director. Fair and reasonable consideration of the pertinent facts and circumstances will
be evaluated.

Appeal Procedure:

1. Notice of Appeal: The Library Director's written determination may be appealed to the
Library Board, if the individual aggrieved files a written notice of appeal within 10 days after
he/she receives the determination. Such notice shall be filed with: both the Library Director and
the Library Board Chairperson, c/o Lied Scottsbluff Public Library; 1809 3rd Avenue,
Scottsbluff, NE 69361. The Board shall hold a special meeting within 30 days after the notice
has been filed. The appellant shall be notified at least 10 days before the special meeting.

2. Special Meeting: The Library Board Chairperson shall conduct the special meeting.
The appellant may present any relevant information regarding the appeal of their restriction to
the library board for their consideration. The library director will also be present to answer
questions regarding the restriction if necessary.

3. Decision. Within 30 days of the completion of the hearing, the Board shall issue a
written decision stating the reasons therefore. The Board shall have the power to affirm or
reverse the written determination. The decision of the Board shall be final.
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